
  

 

We are grateful for the blessings technology now affords our sick, homebound, and others who cannot 
participate in person. Let’s remember, the original intent for this technology in the Church was to continue in 
worship together while remaining safely in our homes during the highly transmissible period of the pandemic. 
It was not intended to become a new way of life, not to be our new “norm,” and certainly not meant to replace 
congregational worship for the long term if we’re physically able to attend in person. 

We have become so comfortable having worship services delivered across our devices that some have begun to 
wonder, why do I need to go back to church? I’m listening in at home. Why can’t that be good enough? 

Well, the short answer is that God tells us in His word to gather with the Church because He knows the 
importance of the Body of Christ coming together. He knows we need to be in physical contact with like-minded 
believers. 

When the Church (Body) goes to the church (building), a certain dynamic occurs that cannot be experienced as 
you tune in at home. When we come together to study God’s word, we can exchange insights and gain 
understanding to help one another grow deeper and stronger in Christ. When we share from the Communion 
table, the atmosphere of that moment cannot be fully captured through a screen. The presence of God’s Spirit 
at work is most evident when His gathered believers come together in prayer and worship. If you’re not there 
to see your sisters and brothers in the Lord, the Body misses your contribution to the loving relationship being 
developed in the Church. 

There was a time when the early Christians did not have a designated building where they could gather. So, they 
met in the homes of fellow believers to share in the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread, and 
prayer. They grew in the faith and enjoyed community with like-minded worshippers—and God desires we will 
do the same, as He has provided a church for us. In coming together as one Body, we grow through the teaching 
and living out of God’s Word. 

So you see, getting back into the church building is not just a good idea. It is God’s desire for His children. 
Hebrews 10:25 says we should not “give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but [we should 
be] encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Our all-knowing, all-seeing, 
all-wise God has given us direction for times even like this, and He says, “Go to church, gather together, and 
encourage one another.” As our world continues to deteriorate, we watch as the end times draw closer every 
day. We should be eager to meet in the congregation of saints and encourage one another. 

As mean and wicked as this world is, our church is where believers can find love among one another, encourage 
each other to love and live in good works, serve and teach one another in the ways of the Lord, and build one 
another up in Christ. 

If you have accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you are a member of the Church Body. When you are not in 
the gathering, a part of the Body is missing, along with the unique gift God has given you for the Church. Whether 
you serve on the Hospitality team, Music ministry, or greet other worshippers with a smile from the pews, your 
Church Body needs your contribution. 

The scriptures warn us there will be a great falling away in the last days. Are we bearing witness to the unfolding 
of this sad prophecy? The Church needs all of her Body to stand firm and show the world that no weapon formed 
against us will prosper.  

If you have yet to return to your Church fellowship, may the Lord strengthen you and empower you to make 
this the week you put your faith back on display. The Lord wants you to trust Him to take care of you. Come 
back to the church and bring your family too! You’ll be glad you did.   
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Amid a continuing COVID environment, Church leaders everywhere struggle 
with the lingering effects of a lockdown as they try to get members back into 
the church gathering. Yes, we have mastered technology that opens a whole 
new way of ministry, and we have truly embraced this “new thing” more than 
we normally welcome the new. But it pales in comparison to being in church 
with the Church. 

 


