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PREFACE

Very shortly after I was elected Moderator of the New Era
Missionary Baptist District Association and Auxiliary Bodies, I began
to dream about having the history of our great organization written.

The Holy Spirit led me to the Rev. C. S. Scott, Sr. a former
Moderator and requested of him to write the history of the New Era
Missionary Baptist District Association and Auxiliary Bodies. He ac-
cepted with glowing enthusiasm this all important responsibility. At

last a dream has come true.

I want to thank each person who had a part in the writing and
developing of this history. I would like to thank especially Rev. C. S.
Scott, Sr., whose wealth of knowledge and faithfulness to the task

made this history possible. My sincere gratitude to Dr. Carolyn Ealy

for invaluable assistance in helping to bring this history into a reality;
to Mrs. Katie M. Rentie for her contribution made through the initial

typing of some of the manusecript.

May God continue His rich blessing upon each of you.

CLAUDE H. HIGH, SR., MODERATOR
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INTRODUCTION

The writing of the history of the New Era Missionary Baptist
District Association was a response to a request made by Moderator,
Claude H. High, Sr. during the annual session in July of 1978, he asked
Rev. C. S. Scott, Sr., himself a former Moderator of the Association, to
write the history. He said that he would assist him in finding such help
for typing as he desired. He explained to Rev. Scott that he had one
person in mind, and because of her experience in secreterial work, he
had spoken to her in regards to serving as a typist. Mrs. Kattie M.
Rentie, a member of the Friendship Baptist Church, he said would be a
fine person for typing the manuscripts. Rev. Scott assured the
Moderator that he would be very pleased to have her work with him.
Rev. Scott then asked the Moderator if he would try to secure a com-
mittment of Mrs. Carolyn Ealey to work with him. He explained to
Moderator High that he desired her service because she was the most
senior person with whom he had worked and that was still going
strong in the associational work. Rev. Scott further explained that he
did not desire her service for the purpose of engaging in the respon-
sibilities of doing the vast amount and challenging duties in research.
Instead, he informed the Moderator. that he needed and wanted her en-
couragement, her understanding of the task, and for her prayers for
his successful writing of the history. Rev. Scott’s other request of
Moderator High was that he might have time for writing the history.
His philosophy was that the making of history is like that of the for-
mation of a rock. It is the evolving of time, space, events, and people
which never result in an over-night accomplishment. Therefore,
history cannot be adequately written without the employment of
serious consideration in the gathering of facts and use of time.

The text addresses itself to many outstanding facts of the
associational work. It contains both traditional and written sources.
These includes data on the origin of the association which reflect both
pro and con views. Pictured in the text at large are pioneer preachers,
churches, and workers of the District Association. Some specific
descriptions and information are given on various moderators and
their administrations as leaders of the association throughout the past
years. Readers may note some unique and prestigious characteristics
among leaders, at various intervals, of the different auxiliaries and
departments of the association. The text also reveals the work of
bringing departments into the association including three specific
departments of the late fifties. These have not only provided positions
for interested and energetic persons to function within the Distriet
Association, but have done equal or greater services in relieving the

worries of many pastors, as well as the relieving of many churches
from threats and embarrassment, resulting from influences of in-
dependent or external organizations.
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Interested readers might find pleasure in reading the lists of chur-
ches and pastors representing three focal periods within the seventy-
three years’ history of the association. The readers will also be able to
view the picturesque likeness of the times, events, and conditions
reflected through their influences upon the churches of the past.
These were all emitting through the experiences of various members
of the churches in the New Era Missionary Baptist District
Association.




HISTORY OF THE
NEW ERA MISSIONARY BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION

CHAPTERI
HISTORY IN THE MAKING

History is made each day by those who live and function in various
positions and ages. All history is composed of multitudes of stories
describing the lives and actions of peoples. Stories furnish the source
of two kinds of history. The first kind of history is known as
traditional history. Traditional history is that procedure which keeps
stories alive by oral communication or by simply, the telling of the
stories by one generation to succeeding generations. The second kind
is the written records of one generation to be given to succeeding
generations.

The type of history which is presented to succeeding generations
depend largely upon the accuracy in which it is communicated to those
generations. Of course, it must be acknowledged that history is the
product of the times and peoples who produced it. Nevertheless,
history can be colored by the deviation of stories through com-
munication. As the story is told and retold, it has the tendency to take
on elements of exaggeration or loose elements in the basic substance of
facts. This has its greatest danger in the traditional process of history.
However, written and re-written records of communication are
vulnerable to the danger of damaging changes in the story. Facts
about events and the people during the time-of the events must be ac-
cepted rather than the emotions of those communicating the stories, if
the real history is to be known.

The durations of time lapse has its affect on the accuracy of
history, especially when dates are to be established. If good records
are kept, and the time of compiling those records is used during each
generation, positive dates can be identified. The longer the time span
between the dates on which the functions occurred and time in which
history is compiled, the more difficult those dates are to recall without
good records.

THE DATE OF ORIGIN IN QUESTION

In the endeavors to re-establish the exact date of origin for the
New Era Missionary Baptist District Association, both the traditional
and written records procedures were employed. These procedures
resulted in the acknowledgement of two dates which were given as the
origin of the association. The acknowledged date of the association as
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it stands today, presents itself through written records. These recor-
ds set the origin date as that of the year of 1907. The traditional
process places the origin at two different times, namely in 1907 and 1910.

A LOOK AT THE TRADITIONAL PROCESS

The investigation of the sources of information involved personal con-
tacts and interviews with many senior church and district workers.
Among these was Mrs. Bessie Tivis, a member of long standing in the
Morning Star Baptist Church. She began working in the district
association in 1918 and she is still contributing to the work. During the
interview with Mrs. Tivis, it was found she could not remember the
dates of the origin of the district, but had been under the impression
that the present age of the district association to be true.

Rev. C. L. Dixon, the moderator of the Mid-West Missionary Bap-
tist District Association was visited and interviewed. Rev. Dixon
came to the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association in the
year of 1923. He stated that he had known and worked with many of
the pastors of those earlier years. He said that from the time of his
earlier years with the association, he had been told that the association
had carried the date at each annual session meeting as the true age of
the association. This means that the date of its origin was the year of
1907. Rev. Dixon named several ministers and pastors whom he said
were serving in the association before and after he came to it. Among
these pastors was Rev. George Daniel who was pastoring the Morning
Star Baptist Church. He also said that Rev.Daniel was either the
moderator of the association, or that he had shortly given up the office
to Rev. S.C. Doyle.

Rev. Dixon mentioned the work of Rev. James Monroe Booker
who was pastor of the Plesant Green Baptist Church. However, he
could not remember whether or not he had served as the district
moderator as some had believed. Rev. Dixon served as the treasurer
of the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association during the
middle fifties.

Another senior member of the association with whom an
interview was held was Mrs. Lula Wilson, the widow of the late
Rev. William M. Wilson. Rev. Wilson was the pastor of the Skylight
Baptist Church for forty-five years. Mrs. Wilson remembered those
years when her husband served the district as secretary, treasurer,
and Vice-Moderator. The interview revealed that Mrs. Wilson could
recall the names of several pastors in the earlier years of the district
association. Among them were Rev. James Monroe Booker, Rev.
Daniel Arthur Holmes who was pastoring the Vine Street Baptist
Church which later became the Paseo Baptist Church, and Rev. George
Henry Daniel pastor of the Morning Star Baptist Church. She seemed
to have been able to recall facts about the association only back to and
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including the year of 1919. However, she said that her understanding
had been that the age given on each annual program of the association
to be true. Again, this would place the origin date in the year of 1907.

Among the senior workers interviewed of the district association
who were also members of the various churches which have been in,
and some are still in the association was one, Mrs. Alpha Johnson.
During the interview with Mrs. Johnson it was found that her life
with the association was full in interesting and informative experien-
ces. Along with these were the background of her life which supported
her expressions regarding the association. She said that she was born
in the year 1895 at which time her parents lived in the state of Arkan-
sas. She came with her family to Kansas City from Texarkana, Arkan-
sas when she was only twelve years old. She reported that she and her
mother joined the St. Stephens Baptist Church when it was located at
sixth and Charlotte Streets. Mrs. Johnson stated that she was only fif-
teen years of age when she met and married Mr. Frank Johnson. She
was blessed to live with her husband for forty years before he passed
on in death.

As the City's population began to increase rapidly and move
southeastwardly from the Main Street River Front, she said that both
black and white churches moved out to new locations. She and her
mother began visiting other churches. She reported that her mother
joined the Second Baptist Church which was located at 10th and Park
Avenue and was pastored by Rev. S. W. Bacote. She joined the Mor-
ning Star Baptist Church which was located at 2309-13 Vine Street and
was pastored by Rev. George Henry Daniels. She gave the date of her
initial membership in the Church as that of the year 1911. She repor-
ted that as well as she could remember, the New Era Missionary Bap-
tist District Association was organized about one year when she joined
the Morning Star Baptist Church. This would place the year of 1910 as
the date of the origin of the Association.

Another person holding such belief regarding the origin date of
the Association, was Rev. Andrew Monroe Hudson, Sr. Although, Rev.
Hudson did not express himself in the status of being a source of first
hand information, but because of what seems to have been his deep
conviction based on conversations which he stated that had been
shared by others who had had access to first information, his ex-
pressions were considered.

During the interview with Rev. Hudson, the name of one, Rev. H.
E. Strickland was introduced as the organizer of the New Era
Missionary Baptist District Association. He said that, “According to
the information shared with him by several of the pioneer workers of
the District Association, Rev. Strickland was the first moderator of
the Association.” Further accounts of his comments contained an ex-
planation of, “A Two-City Action Group’, working together in religious
endeavors across the boundary lines of two states. This organization
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was called, ‘The Mo-Kan Association.' This was because it was made up
of churches and pastors in both the state of Missouri and Kansas.” The
corporate work continued he said, until the corresponding bodies of
each state requestea inat all religious functions of churches and
associations representing within them become exclusively a part of
that state’s function respectively. Thus the New Era Missionary
Baptist District Association came into existance. He gave the year of
1910 as the time this took place.

Another view which was expressed by Rev. Hudson involved an
initial action by the Pleasant Valley Baptist Church of Rosedale, Kan-
sas. His account was that, In the fall of 1910, some members of the
church decided to organize another church. This was done and Rev.
Strickland became its pastor. When the church could not find a
suitable place in Kansas, the pastor and members found a place in the
State of Missouri for their church. They first settled on the west side
of the City. Their Church soon outgrew their first edifice and they
moved to a new site on Prospect Avenue. Here they changed the first
name of their church to that of the Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church. Rev. Hudson stated that the report was that, “Because of
this action, Rev. Strickland was inspired to organize the New Era
Missionary Baptist District Association’. This was done in the same
fall in which the Church was organized.

Since there has been no documentary materials found barring
evidence of these comments, and because Rev. Hudson has not con-
sidered the source as his first hand knowledge of facts, they were in-
cluded as a part of the traditional observations and writing of this text.

SOME LIGHT ON THE DATE -ORIGIN OF THE ASSOCIATION
THROUGH INFERRED WRITINGS

The term inferred writing simply réfers to all written materials
which were made and used by the officers, members and workers of
the Association; including all of the departments which contained and
disclosed any history pertaining to the Association. Such materials
that provided informational data on the time of various meetings held
by the Association, especially Board Meeting and annual sessions, and
the functions of ministers and churches were used to illuminate the
path to a clear conclusion of the organizational date of the Association.
The historical materials such as old programs of the District
Association, individuals’ messages, order of services used at funerals
of our pioneers leaders, anniversary programs of pioneers churches,
ete., might not have given the exact dates of the origin for the
Association. However, the various dates that they furnished were
used to support the process of deduction of factual data from which
precise time and leaders in the organizing of the Association could be
ascertained.

The first written source from which reliable material was found
that could be matched with other spoken and written information was
drawn from the history of the Friendship Baptist Church of Kansas

6




City, Missouri. The Church has been a member of the New Era
Missionary Baptist District Association the entire life of church. Two
texts were researched containing anniversaries of the church under
the pastorate of Rev. Isaiah H. Henderson, Jr. The first anniversary
was observed in 1955 which respected the first forty years of the
Church and.the second was the celebration of the sixtieth anniversary
which was held in 1975.

In each text the record showed the moderator of the association at
the time when the Friendship Baptist Church was organized was Rev.
James Monroe Booker, who was pastoring the Pleasant Green Baptist
Church. Rev. Booker officiated during the service for the organizing of
the Church. The Reverend G. W. Boyd became the first pastor of the
Church. Since the organization of the Church took place in 1915, this
record along with other written materials gave support to the fact that
Rev. James Monroe Booker was the first moderator of the New Era
Missionary Baptist District Association. The dates and functions men-
tion here and other basic materials which appear in following topics of
this chapter lay to rest some of the foregone views expressed earlier in
this chapter. Also several of our senior district workers could remem-
ber when Rev. George Henry Daniel was moderator of the Association
which lasted either until his death or a very short while before he died.
Some believed that he was the first moderator. However, the question
ceased to give conflicting reflections of facts when the histories of the
Friendship Baptist Church and other written sources were known.

The history of the Morning Star Baptist Church began with the
vision of Rev. Daniel which resulted in his organizing the New
Prospect Mission. “He conducted the first services there on the first
Sunday in may of 1905.” According to the history of the church, the
membership outgrew the building which had been used for meetings at
19th and Cherry Streets and had to seek a new location. Larger quar-
ters were found, the properties purchased, renovated and the mem-
bers of the New Prospect Mission moved to their new quarters which
was located at 2309-13 Vine Street. The congregation marched from
its initial place of worship to the Vine Street location in May 1910 just
five years following the date of the organization of the Mission. The
church began playing an active part in the work with corresponding
bodies as supporters of the work, such as a District Association, the
State Convention, and the National Baptist Convention U.S.A., Inc.
Along with the spirit and visions of Christian responsibilites, one of
the deacons, Mr. Henry McDaniel suggested a new name for the
Mission. Thus the name, “The Mission Church was changed to that of
“The Morning Star Baptist Church.” The Church was already a
regular organized Baptist church which carried the name, the Mission
Church. The records show that the church spent much time and in-
terest in initiating auxiliaries and departments which enabled it to
become an active church, working and functioning in leadership of the
community. By 1913, the church had become a member of all of the
above named Christian bodies.
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The saga of Rev. George Henry Daniel’s life service is told in part
from the Order of Service which was used for his funeral service. He
was credited with honor of having pastored the Morning Star Baptist
Church for thirty-two years. His service as moderator of the New Era
Missionary Baptist District Association expanded over a period of
twenty years. The report also gave him credit for serving as treasurer
of the Missouri Baptist State Convention of Missouri for several years.
The date which was taken from the written records of two prominent
churches within the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association,
two profound facts have been re-identified and acknowledged.

The first fact was that the Reverend James Monroe Booker was
the first moderator of the Association. An account of this has been
noted in an early part of this chapter in regards to the date on which
the organization of the Friendship Baptist Church took place. The
second fact concerned the initial functions of the Morning Star Baptist
Church and the work of the Reverend George Henry Daniel.

The record showed that the members of the New ProspectMission
Church supporting the work of the District Association, the State and
National Baptist Conventions by the year 1910, but that the church
became a member of these corresponding bodies some time between
1910 and 1913. Since Rev. Daniel served the Association as moderator
for twenty years, and the records showed that Rev. Booker was the
moderator as late as 1915, it was all the more evident that he was the
first moderator. The time span between 1910 and 1913 contained the
initial participation of the Morning Star Baptist Church into the
district. Thus, the District Association was in operation before the
year, nineteen hundred and ten.

VALID HISTORICAL FACTS THROUGH ACCEPTANCE OF
SUCCEEDING ANNUAL AND SPECTAL SESSIONS
Even with the absence of absolute and precisely written materials

from which facts can be found to explain the past, men have used the
process of studying the behaviorism and characteristics of people
moving from one period into another period to ascertain certain
historical facts. This method has been found profitable despite the
phantom passing of time and the ghost of decades that sometimes add
to the erosion of human minds and retards the recalling of facts.
However, a phenomenon found in time characterized by people of that
time and the periods following have portrayed significant facts about
people and their work. As a rule, the most profound significance of
valid history as results of the type of people, who they were, their con-
cepts, and their functions, who from year to year were consistent in
accepting the process in the formation of important matters. The same
has been true with the people of the New Era Missionary Baptist
District Association, who have lived, worked, formed the principles,
and established facts which must be acknowledged and accepted
today.

History can be accepted and ratified as valid if when celebrations
are held from time to time to memorialize founding fathers, and cite
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pioneers yet living, who without questions regarded the age and mat-
ters involving the duration of the organization and their services.
During the month of November, in the year of 1957, the leaders and
workers joined the moderator, the Reverend C. S. Scott, Sr. in
celebrating the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association's
Golden Jubilee. The special occastion for the celebration was held at
the Friendship Baptist Church, located at 15th Street and Troost
Avenue, Kansas City, Missouri. Rev. I. H. Henderson, Jr. was the
pastor. A report of the celebration was given by the moderator in his
annual address to the association on July 18, 1958. The session was
held with the Morning Star Baptist Church at 27th Street and Wabash
Avenue, Kansas City, Missouri. Rev. A. B. Simmons was the host
pastor. An account of the celebration is given from an excerpt of the
address in the following quote.

“This is the celebration of our ‘District’'s Golden Jubilee,’ last Novem-
ber. It reflected golden glimpses of the past and sparkling diamonds in
the future. We shall hold in our highest esteem and respect all those
whom we were privileged to honor. It was simply inspiring to listen to
their names called as they were presented plaques and certificates
representing our gratitude to them for their outstanding and unique
contributions to the work of the Association.

I would like to pause here a moment and re-echo them: To begin comes
our veteran pastor, Doctor D. A. Holmes, followed by our oldest
district officer in continuous service, The Reverend W. M. Wilson, and
then the oldest district officer of the Women's department in the point
of service, Mrs. Meacie Clay. Each of them received plaques in his and
her honor. Those receiving certificates with honorable mention were:
The Reverends R. E. Holland; G.W. Reed; A. B. Simmons; and J. W.L.
Underwood. Our laymen and women honored were: Mr. William S.
Brookfield; Mr. Emanuel Lisk; Mrs. Dora Bozier; Mrs. Carolyn Ealy;
Mrs. Alberta Fields Hardy; Mrs. Ethel Jenkins; Mrs. Louvena M.
Kemp; Mrs. Emma Saulsbury; Mrs. Ethel K. Thomas; Mrs. Marcella
Hughes; Mrs. Bessie Tivis; Mrs. Julia Pullam; and Mrs. Emma Glaze.
We join with these whose voices we still hear and presence we still
witness as they thank God for permitting them to remain in the work
and gaze upon Father Time as He pulls down his Evening shades
against the ‘Golden Shadows of a night fall upon the labors of our
founding fathers. We may all now hear as we are addressed with the
cries of infant moments as they claim our attention through open doors
to paths leading across meadows green, toward a rising sun appearing
as if she has been conceived in an ocean of experience and birthed
through the stream of hope and left sparkling like Dianond Draped
Opportunities housed in the challenge of a new day.

I wish to again thank you who have worked with us in producing and
carrying out such a worthy occasion.”
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The value contained in the total experience of such occasions em-
manated from the entire acceptance of the affair by those, who for the
most part had come from almost the beginning of the Association.
They did not ask any questions about the celebration being held at the
wrong time. Nor did they register any complaint concerning an error
being made in the computing of years. Thus, the age of the Association
was acknowledged as it had been given each year at the annual
session. In addition to this being done at each annual session and on
this special occasion the report was read in the Annual Address, by the
Moderator, on July 18, 1958. Both the report and the Address were
adopted by the Association without any question or corrections made
on the age of the association.

FACTS TABULATED FROM SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION

All true historical data contain statistics which can be assem-
bled ang classified through pragmatical processes which result in in-
terrelationship of the past and the present times. Such data were
found in a program of the “Eighteenth Annual Session of the New Era
District Sunday School Convention and The New Era Baptist Young
People Union Convention.” The Sessions were held with The St. Paul
Baptist Church located at 1812 Highland Avenue, Kansas City,
Missouri. The dates of the sessions were the 15th through 19th of
June, in the year of 1925. The two auxiliaries of the New Era
Missionary Baptist District Association were the teaching and
training forces of the Association. Each had its president and staff of
officers, but met at the same time and place. For the most part, The
Sunday School Convention used the mornings and the Baptist Young
Peoples Convention met in the afternoons. A full account of these
auxiliaries is seen in the fifth chapter of this text.

During a brief telephone conversation with Mr. William S. Brook-
field, it came to his memory that he had a program of the early years of
the Sunday School and Baptist Young Peoples Union Conventions. He
agreed that it could be used in researching such data that would yield
support to the efforts of establishing the exact date of the organizing
of the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association.

When the dates of the sessions of the Conventions were taken into
consideration, and computed with the given age of the Conventions at
that date, it was found that the Sunday School along with Baptist
Young People Union were organized in the year of 1907. The Sunday
SchoolConvention and the Baptist Young People Union Convention
formed parts of the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association,
but were not within themselves the Association. This fact without any
doubt placed the date for the organizing of the New Era Missionary
Baptist District Association in the year of 1907. To give verification of
the process used in the computing of years as stated above, the
following axiom was used. “The whole is greater than any one of its
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parts and it is equal to the sum of all of its parts.” The Sunday School
Convention and its counter-part, the Baptist Young People Union
existed because there was an Association. Thus the Association
existed for them and was there when they were organized.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

In the study made by the procedures of meeting and talking per-
sonally with many pioneers and those interested in keeping the paths
of our founding fathers indentified, by refreshing their memories,
through constant talking and asking questions concerning the initial
work as well as the birth of the Association have reflected much light
for research that has tested out in many ways toward positive con-
clusions. Despite the relying on their memories, in most cases, the
majority of those interviewed followed the same trend of expressions
regarding the date of the organization of the Association and the early
leaders. There was some variables in memories concerning the pastor
who served as the first Moderator. There were only two who held a
different opinion on the date of the organization of the Association. All
of the other interviewees held or reflected, through their memories,
the present age used by the majority of the leaders in the association
as correct in age which has been kept in the proper order from the
origin date of the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association,
and that of the year of 1907.

The intrinsic values found in the statistics, the pragmatical
processes, assemblage, and classification of various dates which for-
med the interrelationship of yester-years with the present time have
produced significant evidence in documentation which proved that the
New Era Missionary Baptist District Association was organized in the
Year of Our Lord, Nineteen Hundred and Seven. The first moderator
data have documented was the reverend James Monroe Booker, the
pastor of Pleasant Green Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri.
More about precise dates regarding the origin of the New Era
Missionary Baptist District Association can be acknowledged in the
following chapters of this text.

11




CHAPTERII

MODERATORS OF THE ASSOCIATION

The office of the Moderator like that of the local pastor of a church
is unique in its role of leadership for a Baptist District Association.
The Moderator is indeed a pastor of a local church within the district
wherein he is elected to serve. In general, his responsibilites are to
preside over meetings, lead in the planning with various departments
of the association, encourage and inspire a cooperative body of chur-
ches in supporting Christian Missions and Education. This is done
through churches associating their endeavors which result in a bigger
and better accomplishment than that which the local church alone can
do. The moderator fits into a role that provides a relationship between
pastors, ministers, churches, and messengers with unparalleled
gravity. - This type of attraction functions within a diversity of chur-
ches sharing in unity towards prescribed goals. Baptists are peculiar
peoples living and scattered throughout the world, under governments
varying in types, different economical, and social environments. Yet
each church has the freedom of living, functioning, and exercising un-
der its own autonomy in the unity of Christian Faith.

The moderator isn’t in an ecclesiastical position which endows him
with powers for issuing edicts which compel persons to go, perform, or
act under a command, nor does he wield the authority of exerting
behests that demand persons to come, give reports, acknowledge
assignments and responsibilities. Instead, the moderator fills a unique
position of leadership within the association performing duties in the
work of supporting Christian Missions and Education. The most
significant characteristics of the moderator are seen both in the person
and the people who made choice of him as their leader. It is of the
greatest significance because their acceptance of the New Testament'’s
message regarding the work of the New Testament Church linked
with their unshakable faith in Christ and their endeavors to carry out
the full scope of the Church’s Mission throughout the world. A divine
thread seems to bind them in the spirit of leadership and fellowship.
Thus during that period, under the supervision of the Holy Spirit
provided for the person as the moderator, such relationship is main-
tained. This type of relationship reflects that of a local pastor and the
local church and lends in thought to that relationship of Christ with the
New Testament Church.

MODERATORS AND THEIR TERMS

The focal point of success in the work of our association today
stems from the accomplishments and achievements of our pioneer
moderators. Our research hasn’t produced all of the documentary
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materials on the pioneer work of moderators that this writer desired
to use. However, he has found an ample supply and used it without
having to depend upon traditional sources, therefore, preventing the
use of guess work and also forming a definite precedence for future
historical writing.

Rev. James Monroe Booker Rev. George Henry Daniel, D.D.

"

Rev. R. E. Holland Dr. Connie See Stamps




Documentary materials found in the history of the Pleasant Green
Baptist Church along with other sources placed Rev. James Monroe
Booker as the first moderator of the New Era Missionary Baptist
District Association. The following is a quote from the history. “Rev.
James Monroe Booker, the son of Granville and Juda Booker, was born
in Cumberland County, Virginia in July, 1863. His early childhood was
spent in the place of his birth. In 1869, he with his parents moved to
Yalobusha County, Mississippi where he labored on a farm with his
father and attended the county school for three years at intervals. In
1880, school was abandoned and he began his career as a (public)
laborer, was engaged in plaining mill work three and a half years, and
then he entered in a steam boat life.

In 1886, he became a Christian and was baptized by Rev. Henry
Johnson, and immediately started on his life’s work, the ministry of
the Gospel. He was licensed as a preacher in 1887 and one year after
moved to Memphis, Tennessee, where he connected himself with the
Salem Baptist Church, from which Church he was ordained as a Bap-
tist Minister, September 3, 2889.” The history of the Pleasant Green
Baptist Church pointed out many areas of work in which Rev. Booker
was involved in during his initial years as a young preacher in Mem-
phis. Among these was his first pastorate. The report states that
“Rev. Booker was called to pastor the Mount Zion Baptist Church of
Memphis. In 1891, he accepted the St. Luke Baptist Church of Memphis.

In 1902, he ended his pastorate of the St. Luke Baptist
Church to accept the pastorate of two small churches, the New Salem
and Bloomfield Baptist Churches in and near by Memphis. Then in
1904, Rev. Booker accepted the Salem Baptist Church, which had or-
dained him and was one of the largest congregations in Memphis, Ten-
nessee.

In 1906, July he accepted the pastorate of the Pleasant Green
Baptist Church of Kansas City, Missouri. Rev. Booker was a
progressive pastor and possessed great denominational pride and was
one of the leaders in interest. He immediately joined the fellowship
with other pioneer ministers and became active in working with them
in the development of corresponding bodies of Kansas City and the
state of Missouri.

According to the histories of the Pleasant Green Baptist Church
and the Friendship Baptist Church, Rev. James Monroe Booker was a
moderator of the New Era Baptist District Association. The history of
the Pleasant Green Baptist Church reveals that Rev. Booker helped to
organize the New Era Missionary Baptist District Association, along
with Rev. S. W. Bacote and Rev. F. W. Wilson. This has been reflected
in chapter one with reference to the correct origin date of the
Association. Computation of years served by succeding moderators
indicate that the duration of Rev. Booker to have been about ten years
and that he was the first moderator of the Association.
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The successor to Rev. Booker was a minister as a young man had
come to Kansas City, Missouri from Memphis, Tennessee. He was Rev.
George Henry Daniel who had received his license from the New
Prospect Baptist Church and had begun his ministry under the
pastorate of Rev. N. S. Sanders in Memphis. He and his wife moved to
Kansas City in 1904 and joined the St. Stephen Baptist Church. Soon
after he united with the St. Stephen Baptist Church, he was ordained
by Rev. F. W. Hurse their pastor.

Rev. Daniel, “Guided by the light of spiritual vision organized the
New Prospect Mission, the first Sunday, 1905, with his father-in-law
and four others as charter members,” according to the history of the
Morning Star Baptist Church. As seen in chapter one, this Mission
became the Morning Star Baptist Church. The history also states that,
in 1910, the Church began working in the district and other correspon-
ding bodies. This supports the doubt that Rev. Daniel took part in the
organizing of the Association or participated in the initial work of the
Association.

Rev. Daniel was elected moderator of the Association either in the
year of 1916 or 1917. He was credited with having served the
District Association for twenty years. Rev. Daniel passed on in death
on June 5, 1937. The funeral was attended by many of the pioneer
ministers according to the Order of Service. Presiding at his funeral
was a young minister who succeeded him as moderator.

Dr. W. A. Sparks Dr. 1. H. Henderson, Jr.
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